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Position statement for children diagnosed with Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) by an organisation external to 
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital 

 
The process for diagnosing children with autism is purely a clinical one. It involves getting a 
detailed history from families and other professional bodies e.g. school (to gain information 
about your child from more than one setting) and direct observation and clinical assessment 
of the child  This information is then interpreted taking into account the individual child’s 
presentation and its impact on functioning in a social setting. An experienced 
multidisciplinary team then conclude the outcome using internationally recognised diagnostic 
criteria. 
 
If we are presented with a diagnosis for a child that was arrived at by health professionals 
who are not employed by Alder Hey the following will apply:- 
 
 

1. The Alder Hey ASD Diagnostic Pathway Team can accept a diagnosis (with mention 
of who completed the diagnosis) of a child presenting with an ASD diagnosis from 
any other provider outside of Alder Hey including private provision and out of the 
Alder hey catchment area. It will however be clear on any communication sent from 
the trust that the assessment has not been concluded by the Alder Hey team and the 
team cannot take any responsibility for the information or conclusion of such an 
assessment.  
 

2. The ASD Diagnostic Pathway team will not routinely offer re-assessment of children 
presenting with a diagnosis of ASD by a different provider and as such a referral will 
not be accepted by the team unless it is clearly stated why this is required. If a 
referral is accepted then child will join the waiting list as a new referral. Any 
information available from previous assessments may be used towards the 
assessments if available and the triage team will decide and agree next steps. 

 
3. If a child is already on the Alder Hey ASD Diagnostic Pathway and parents choose to 

proceed with a private assessment the child will be discharged from the pathway. A 
re-referral will only be accepted if there is clear indication as to why this is required. 
 

4. If a family move to the area from another country with a child diagnosed with ASD in 
that country, the clinician who receives the initial referral will review the information 
they have received and make a decision as to whether the child needs to be referred 
to the ASD Diagnostic Pathway. If Indicated then the clinician will refer the child to 
the pathway and this referral will be treated as a new referral.  Should the clinician 
decide not to refer to the pathway then point 1 as described above will be applied. 

 
 
Post Diagnosis 
 
Unless medically indicated, ASD Diagnostic Pathway Team do not organise follow up for 
children with an ASD diagnosis. However, should there be a separate medical indication 
where there is a clinical need for follow up ( for example an associated difficulty)  this will be 
arranged/organised so that the child will be seen by one of our developmental paediatricians 
in a general Neurodevelopmental clinic  
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 It is the responsibility of the school the child is attending and local authority/local 
council area the child /family reside in to use the outcome and recommendations of 
any assessments by any organisation or provider to support the child as required. 
 

 Support for children with an ASD diagnosis is available via the Local Offer. This is an 
information service which advises you about what services are available for your 
area and can be accessed via your local council web sites. 


