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Covid-19 Antibody Testing 

Antibody Testing is for all staff and is designed map infection rates across the 

country and help us better plan future responses 

 

To help us better understand and trace COVID-19 we are asking every 

member of staff to get their antibody test done. 

The quick and simple blood test will show whether or not you have had 

COVID-19 - even if you have not had any symptoms. 

The test is voluntary but we do urge all staff to take up this opportunity to 

help us better understand the disease. 

For Alder Hey, having the results of the test will allow us to understand the 

impact of the infection on our ability to deliver care, and to make plans for 

future management. 

You will receive your test results up to 48 hours after your test by text message 

from Alder Hey - see more detail below. 

 

Please note that a positive antibody test may not indicate immunity to further 

infection by the virus and we all need to continue to use the same PPE and 

following the social distancing guidance, as we have been. 

About antibody testing 

COVID-19 Antibody testing is a blood test to look whether your body has 

produced an immune reaction (antibodies) to SARS-CoV2. It takes time for 

your body to produce this response.   

A small number of people do not produce a detectable immune reaction even 

when they had confirmed COVID-19 by PCR.  Reasons for this include i) 

illnesses which affect the immune system and ii) having mild COVID-19 

symptoms. 

We are still learning about the best way to use antibody tests and research 

studies are ongoing locally and nationally to understand the immune response 

after COVID-19 and whether this protects you against future infection.  

  

https://alderheynhsuk.sharepoint.com/sites/COVID19/SitePages/Guidance.aspx
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Antibody Test Results 

A Positive Result: 

A positive result means that it is very likely that you have been infected with 

SARS-CoV-2 virus in the last few weeks or months. 

 

A Negative Result: 

A negative result could mean: 

•    that you have never been infected with SARS-CoV2 virus 

•    that you have been recently infected with SARS-CoV2 virus but we have 

tested your blood too early to detect an immune response.  

•    that you have been infected with SARS-CoV2 but  the virus did not trigger 

a strong immune response. 

 

Frequently asked Questions: 

Does a positive result mean that you are immune? 

Currently it is unknown whether immunity to SARS-CoV2 after infection 

develops and how long it lasts. It is therefore important that you continue to 

follow Infection Prevention and Control Guidance regardless of the result of 

this test 

However, in other respiratory viral infections such as influenza the detection of 

antibodies after infection does mean that you have some short term immunity 

and protection against re-infection 

Is a negative result after developing symptoms of Covid-19 a concern? 

In most cases a negative result implies no previous infection with SARS-

CoV2.  Other viruses can cause the symptoms of COVID-19 and it is possible 

that you were infected with something else not SARS-CoV2.  In 

immunocompromised individuals antibodies are sometimes not produced. 

Finally, it may be that antibodies disappear over time. 
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What is an antibody test? 

COVID-19 antibody testing (also known as SARS CoV-2 antibody test) is a 

blood test to look at whether the body has produced an immune reaction 

(antibodies) to the COVID-19 virus. 

Antibodies develop in viral infections as part of the body’s attempt to fight the 

virus. An antibody test can tell someone whether they have had the virus that 

causes COVID-19 in the past. The test works by taking a blood sample and 

testing for the presence of antibodies to the COVID-19 virus. 

Can this antibody test tell me if I have an infection now or had a recent 

infection? 

The test for antibodies is only reliable for detecting that you had the infection 

more than two weeks ago. 

Can this antibody test tell me if I have an infection now or had a recent 

infection? 

The test for antibodies is only reliable for detecting that you had the infection 

more than two weeks ago. 

If you test positive for antibodies, can you ignore lockdown restrictions? 

No. There is no evidence yet to suggest that those who have been proven to 

have had the virus are immune. This is the position of the World Health 

Organisation. 

As the presence of antibodies does not necessarily mean you are immune, you 

should continue to comply with social distancing measures and government 

guidelines. All infection prevention and control measures must continue to be 

in place irrespective of the presence of antibodies. 

 


