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Due to Covid-19, building work was delayed, 
but we’re delighted to inform you that we’re 
now continuing work on our Alder Hey 
health campus, which will create the perfect 
environment for children and young people 
to flourish.

A quick reminder of our plan…

Welcome to the first edition of Health Campus News. 
In this edition, we’re bringing you an update on our 
plans for Europe’s only dedicated children and young 
people’s health campus based within a park.
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We have a vision… a world-class health campus 
alongside a restored Springfield park which will include:

Our Vision
is a healthier future for children 

and young people. To help 
deliver this, we are delivering a 
world-class health campus that 

Liverpool can be proud of.  A research centre, where medical breakthroughs 
will improve the lives of children and young people 
now and for generations to come

  A restored park and green space, which promotes 
physical and mental health and encourages exercise 
and relaxation

  A world-class paediatric hospital, where we 
will continue to give children and young people the 
best possible care with the best staff and cutting edge 
treatments, technology and innovation 

  A new Alder Centre, where 
bereaved families will be 
continually supported in an 
environment designed to bring calm 
and tranquillity with a host of therapeutic services

  A new mental health facility, recognising that mental 
health is just as important as physical health

  A specialist neonatal unit, run in partnership with Liverpool 
Women’s Hospital to ensure that with our pooled 
resources and skills, babies can get the best start in life

Issue August 2020

from Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust



A new Springfield Park is on its way... 

Phase 1, the restoration of Springfield Park, has resumed. A key part 
of our Vision is the wider development of the area in which we live – 
and the delivery of a new Springfield Park is key. We want the campus 
to be right in the centre of the community and shaped by 
the community. 

We are also working with our partners Capacity who bring public, 
private and third sector organisations together to help align everyone’s 
vision, incorporate ideas from the local community and make the 
campus the best it can be, as well as securing funding long term. 

As part of our ongoing engagement, we would love to hear from you 
about what you would like to see in the park, just email 
conversations@capacitylab.co.uk

Springfield Park 

Alder Hey’s new clinical buildings...

Work has restarted on the Alder Centre, which will be the 
UK’s only dedicated centre for bereavement support for 
parents and families and is due to open in October 2020.

Our new Community Cluster – incorporating new mental 
health and neuro-developmental outpatient facilities and 
a brand new 12 bed specialist mental health unit (Dewi) – 
is expected to be completed by Spring 2022. These two 
developments form part of our unique £350m children’s 
health and Life Sciences campus, attracting and developing 
talent from around the world to deliver state-of-the-art 
specialist healthcare, research and innovation.  

Where are we up to now?

WWW.ALDERHEY.NHS.UK



Why we do what we do… Baby Raees survives Covid-19 and a serious heart operation.
At just six weeks old, Raees was diagnosed with a rare 
case of Transposition of the Great Arteries (TGA) meaning 
both his two main arteries in his heart were the wrong 
way round. To make matters more complicated, Raees also 
had Covid-19 meaning the surgery he needed could not 
be performed.

He was put on ECMO (a heart lung bypass machine) to 
help him with his breathing and, after nine long days, brave 
little Raees beat the disease. He wasn’t out of the woods yet 
though, as our Chief Cardiac Surgeon Rafael Guerrero had to 
plan for his life-saving heart surgery.

The operation was very high risk, with less than 50% chance 
of survival, but after six hours in theatre, the surgery was a 
success. Raees’ mum, Farah said: “I am so thankful for all the 
doctors, nurses, everyone at Alder Hey especially Mr Guerrero 
and the NHS. 

“They have been there all the way, even when I couldn’t be there. 
They have done such an amazing job. And we can’t thank 
them enough.” 

We are inspired by the incredible children and young people 
that we treat like baby Raees. We want to provide the 
best possible care, with the best staff, research, facilities, 
treatment, technology and environment we can. We have 
great hopes that the health campus will help us wrap around 
the families in our care to help us achieve this. 

A landmark that Liverpool can be proud of. Our state-of-
the-art Hospital, Alder Centre, Community Cluster and 
dedicated research, innovation and education centre have 
been supported by Alder Hey Children’s Charity. 

The Charity remain instrumental in helping us achieve 
our dream of a world-class health campus.

 

 

Case Study

WWW.ALDERHEY.NHS.UK

Step Places, who own the North East plot 
of land, have advised that they have started 
local consultation on their proposals.  
Step Places have said they will include a new nursery 
on the site, and have proposed a gym and accommodation 
for key workers. There is also space to explore other 
facilities that will directly complement the health campus, 
such as a Science and Knowledge Building.

For further information please see: www.springfieldgardens.co.uk

Springfield Gardens


