
Keeping staff, children, young people and 
families safe during the COVID-19 pandemic:
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  Keeping staff well informed through live broadcasts 
led by the executive team and an opportunity to ask 
questions, regular email communication, a dedicated 
Covid-19 hub with common FAQ’s, newsletters,  
staff magazines
   Supporting staff to look after their mental health and 
wellbeing through our Staff Advice and Liaison Service, 
virtual hangouts, dedicated hub page
  Reward and Recognition - recognising that for the 
health service in particular and our staff this has been  
a very tough year with lots of changes in the way we 
work. We’ve introduced Star of the Week to shine a  
light on the individuals and teams who have been 
particularly outstanding
   Increasing IPC measures including providing staff with 
appropriate PPE and training, IPC signage and clinical 
and breakout areas adapted to allow for social distancing
   Flu vaccine rollout - 87% of staff vaccinated
   Covid-19 vaccination programme - partnering up with 
colleagues in other Trusts to ensure our staff had access 
to the Covid-19 vaccine
  Support for colleagues working from home including link 
in to Occupational Therapy such as from occupational 
health and digital services. See more here 
   Testing - regular testing available for staff.  
We have now introduced the LAMP test which is  
quicker and less invasive
   Virtual clinics - attend anywhere introduced to enable 
virtual consultations and clinics to run.

VACCINES SAVE MILLIONS OF  
LIVES EACH YEAR. 

At Alder Hey we’ve been lucky enough to be able 
to provide our staff with the Covid-19 vaccination 

and our second dose Covid-19 vaccination 
programme restarted in March. Vaccinator Laura 

said she is delighted to be part of the programme...

“helping us to get 
a step closer to 

normality and seeing 
our loved ones.”

Our staff, families, children 
and young people are at the 
heart of every decision we 
make and everything we 
do and stand for. We have 
worked hard to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of this 
‘Alder Hey Family’ during the last year by…
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Welcome to the second edition of Health Campus News keeping you up to date with our plans for 
a world-class Health Campus, with a focus on research and innovation, progress towards a renewed 

Springfield Park, some exciting new initiatives and a quick review of a tough year.

https://alderhey.nhs.uk/download_file/6542/0


RESEARCH

How we’ve supported the 
NHS in other placesKeeping staff safe and well informed means they can focus  

on our children and young people.
As the days get warmer, the nights get lighter and we have a 

roadmap to ‘normality’ from the government, it gives us hope of 
new beginnings. Now, we are looking to life post-Covid-19 and how 

we can continue to support everyone. We have already managed 
to return to our normal theatre schedule, we are now seeing the 

right amount of patients we would expect to see in our emergency 
department and Attend Anywhere has allowed us to conduct virtual 

consultations where physical appointments aren’t possible. 

After a storm  
there’s always a rainbow

LOOKING FORWARD
Alder Hey helped to support the NHS locally by 
admitting adult patients with Covid-19 at times 
during the pandemic. Through partnership working 
we were able to dedicate a safe space for our adult 
patients to ensure we could provide appropriate 
care for our adults whilst still providing the same 
outstanding care for our children and young people. 

Read Laura’s full  
interview here 

We spoke to Research Nurse, Laura Rad, who is the Team Leader for the Acute 
Covid-19 Team in Research. The team was set up in March 2020 and have worked 
tirelessly to help support with the Covid-19 crisis.

“Our team of 8 nurses have all volunteered to be in this team, stepping away 
from their usual studies to train and deliver Covid-19 research. The information 
and data gathered from some of these high profile, urgent public health studies in 
wave 1 has paved the way so far and improved recovery for many patients in this 
wave and this is continuing. 
We discharged our last adult patient in February. Some of these treatments are a 
lifeline for families in their darkest hours. Many of our patients really believed they 
would not have survived had they not been cared for at Alder Hey.
It has been a privilege to work with such a fantastic team towards a common goal 
that benefits the whole world. It was an honour to receive a letter from the Lord 
Lieutenant of Merseyside recently recognising our work.”

Research Nurse, Laura Rad
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“Thank you everyone at Alder Hey 
for looking after my dad William and 
keeping us so well informed, it really 
meant a lot. He is doing great and 
going from strength to strength.” 
William’s son, Alan

https://alderhey.nhs.uk/health-professionals/best-people/research
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BECCA’S BLOG
Becca Donegan, Paediatric Nurse from 
NIHR Alder Hey CRF, is part of Laura’s 
team and tells us about her experience and 
what she learnt when undertaking home 
visits to care for adult covid patients.

If you’d like to hear more 
about research at Alder 
Hey, sign up to our 
Clinical Research Facility 
newsletter here:See Becca’s  

Blog here 

Our Innovation Dream:  
Today’s Child 

...tomorrows healthier adult  
Our vision is to build a healthier future for children and young 

people using Digital & MedTech Innovation as a key enabler. Based 
in our 1000 sqm dedicated Innovation Hub, at the heart of the 

Alder Hey campus, we aspire to be a centre of excellence, solving 
real world healthcare challenges with cutting-edge technology.

CLEAR MASKS 
Designed in collaboration 

with innovation specialists from Alder Hey Children’s Hospital 
and one of the UK’s leading respirator designers. 

The Innovation Team have 
incorporated input from our 
specialists in speech, language 
and hearing impairments, to 
create a mask that truly allows 
for optimal communication.
This mask allows for a complete 
view of the entire face and 
unimpeded movement of the 
relevant facial movements and 
the jaw.

What to expect from Innovation 
in the future: click here 

Innovation at Alder Hey

New identity for 
‘Today’s Child Tomorrows 

Healthier Adult’

TO
DAY’S CHILD...

TOMMOROWS HEALTHIER ADULT

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=1c9f8ae4f7976a862a190c155&id=49bb3ea523
https://www.ukcrfnetwork.co.uk/2020/11/02/paediatric-research-nurse-providing-covid-clinical-care-to-adults/
https://alderhey.nhs.uk/innovation/our-innovation-dream


A fully restored Springfield Park alongside our campus 
remains a key part of our vision. Our aim is to deliver a green 
space where children and young people can play that also 
supports the wider wellbeing of the local community.  

We’re delighted that Phase One (out of three) of the new 
and extended Springfield Park is nearing completion, and will 
be ready for park visitors to take advantage by later in Spring. 
Since our last update, our partner Capacity has been delivering 
some exciting events, including a Halloween Xplorer Event, 
Children’s Photo Competition and a Wellbeing initiative. 

COMING UP THIS SPRING...
There will be story trails, Spring into Spring workout 
sessions and a young entrepreneur competition.

Keep up to date with it all on Capacity’s social media:  
@Capacity_UK on Twitter and /CapacityUK1 on Facebook.

As well as all of this, a new hub for inclusive cycling in 
Liverpool is being developed thanks to funding from the 
Steve Morgan Foundation and the Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS). 

The Liverpool Wheels for All project will benefit people 
by providing inclusive and accessible cycling facilities in 
and around  Springfield Park. The project has the backing 
of Liverpool City Council, as part of their plan for better 
cycling routes across and their goal of creating a city that is 
inclusive for everyone. 

Sioned Haf Davies,  
Children’s Physiotherapist at Alder 
Hey Children’s Hospital said...
“Now more than ever it is important to 
us all to keep physically active and look 
after ourselves and our family. Cycling 
is a great way of keeping fit and healthy 
and a great social activity for children 
with learning or physical needs, making it an accessible 
activity for all. Cycling has many health benefits: for 
example, improving physical fitness, self-confidence, and 
physical skills, while also improving mental wellbeing. The 
‘Wheels for All’ initiative for accessible cycling is a fantastic 
initiative at Springfield Park for all families to enjoy.”

A new Springfield 
Park is on its way
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The Liverpool Wheels for All project

Winners and Runners-Up from the Springfield Park 
Children’s Photography Competition, now available as an 
exhibition to enjoy in the park, by the children’s play area.
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Find out more about what our charity have coming up here  
www.alderheycharity.org

We hope you enjoyed the issue. We have lots of stories about our amazing 
patients and staff on our Social Media channels. Follow us @AlderHey

The new Alder Centre build was fully funded by generous 
donations to Alder Hey Children’s Charity from local and 
national corporate partners, Trusts and foundations and 
our generous community. 

Last year, our charity provided an additional 
£250,000 grant to fit out our home for bereavement 
services with warm, welcoming furniture and state-of-
the-art equipment. Delays due to Covid-19 have sadly 
impacted the building programme but we are delighted 
that our Alder Centre team moved in to their purpose 
built home in October 2020.

One member of staff described the feeling of 
moving in to the new centre:

“From my perspective it has been quite emotional to 
be honest.  
I remember first seeing the plans in March 2017 whilst 
working in the old centre as a student and thinking 
‘wow it would be amazing to work there.’ Now actually 
working there as a member of staff, it feels like I have 
achieved a life goal; it has felt very powerful.”

The Alder Centre  

See our animated flythrough here 

https://aldercentre.org.uk/
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We are so proud of our ##ALDERHEYFAMILYTThhaannkk  YYoouu!!
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